CHAPTER XIII

QUESADA DEPRIVED OF HIS JUST RIGHTS BY COURT

FAVOUR

G-ONZALO JIMENES DE QUESADA, the discoverer of
the kingdom of New Granada, a precious jewel
in the crown of Spain, arrived at Seville in October,
1539. He submitted a report entitled f Epitome
de la conquista del nuevo reino de Granada/ It
mainly consists of a description of the country,
its inhabitants, and resources.1 He also brought
with him, as the royal fifths, a box containing 567
emeralds and 11,000 pesos of pure gold. The
emeralds, arranged in sizes, were in eight paper
parcels. An order came from the Court that they
were to be sent at once to Madrid. Quesada's
first thought was to see his parents and the beautiful
home in the Vega of Granada once more. He then
went to Court to ask for the government of the

1 It was sent to the Council of the Indies, and came into the hands
of the Cosmographer, remaining in his department. It is now in
the Archiw Historico. It was printed by Jimenes de la Espada,
in his pamphlet on Castellanos, in 1889.
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